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CONGRESS REPORT

As part of the activities of the Bolivia Women’s Centre in 2006, alliances with various organisations and institutions allowed us to continue work of organisation of Home-based women workers.  To this end the FIRST DEPARTMENTAL CONGRESS OF WOMEN (MEN) HOMEBASED WORKERS took place in the city of La Paz on the 28th of September.

67 people, representing 21 organisations of homebased workers in their various forms took part, including people from the provinces of Iturralde ( Ixiamas), Omasuyos (Sima), Los Andes (Aygachi), Viacha Ingavi and  Murillo ( Lipari, Chanka, Llacasa, Carreras, Ananta)

The President of the Bolivia Women’s Centre opened the event with an introduction to the rights to trade union organisation followed by a talk on the effects of the Free Trade Treaty on homebased workers.  This strengthened the understanding of the situation of our organisations, to face our first congress more objectively.  The election of the Presidium was then held, presided by compañera Vilma Huayta, representative of the flower producers from Murillo Province, Jupapina community, accompanied by Blanca Pérez, Victoriana  Amaru, Juana  Mita, Rosa Tito and Germán Mamani.

Once the report of the congress organisers  had been approved, led by María Fernández, Executive President of CEMUJ-B, Amalia Coaquira, in charge of La Paz and Blanca Pérez, in charge of El Alto, work in commissions began (Policies, Organisation, Economy and Social).  After work in commissions, they reported back and the plenary session came to the following conclusions: 

1. Policies:

A policy document was drawn up, pointing out the character of facing neo-liberal policies and improving the lives of women homebased workers.  Our country was described as dependent, backward and deformed.  Faced with this situation our government shows weakness in eradicating the operators of the state, which is still undermined by neo-liberal operators.  We recommended that the present government, representative of our impoverished people, should govern with the truth and closely with its people, without exclusions among the poor.


2. Organisation:

It was decided to adopt the formal name: Departmental Federation of Women Homebased Workers of La Paz (FDTP –LP).  A Declaration of Principles of Women Homebased Workers was approved, with an innovative character showing class independence, answering to the present nature of revolutionary trade unionism.  This was the basis for approving the constitution approved by the congress.  The leadership was left to draw up the rules and other complements, to reflect the recommendations made.

3. Economics:

· After making various analyses of its form of work, this commission decided that one of its objectives is to achieve social protection through struggle.

· Obtain fair value for the labour done by homebased workers of any kind.

· Fair pay for subcontracted homebased workers.

· Draw up a schedule of the value of work, jointly with government authorities.

· For own-account workers, start-up subsidies to buy raw materials.

· For externalised workers, the same treatment as formal workers.

· That international aid (cooperation) agencies have direct connections with grass-roots organisations, both urban and rural.

· That the work should be made dignified, paying the fair value for labour in all spheres.

· For women workers in cultural and historical handicrafts, promote their work in national, regional and international markets and fairs.

4. Social:

The following headings were considered:

Health – 

· Social security for women homebased workers in all Bolivia.

·  Nurseries for the children of these women workers.

· Medical care both rural and urban.

· Promote improved nutrition by means of programmes.

· We predict (look forward to?) the presence of the Cuban medical workers.


Education.-

· Literacy programmes that reach homebased workers.

· Projects and programmes  should be held to make homebased work decent and to unite everyone into a single educational alliance, with integral attention to education, training and organisation. 

Housing – 

· - The right to a decent home of your own for women homebased workers.

· Inclusion in the housing policies launched by the present government.

At the end of the plenary session the Executive Committee for 2006-2008 of the Departmental Federation of Workers of La Paz was elected. The results were:

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE DEPARTMENTAL FEDERATION OF HOMEBASED WORKERS OF LA PAZ (2006-2008)

Executive Secretary

Valentina  Jurado
Embroiderers of Bolivia

General Secretary

Blanca Pérez

Women workers of El Alto                      

Secretary of Relations
Clemencia  Torrez
Productoras de  Carreras 

                                                                             
Prov. Murillo

Minutes Secretary

Vilma Huayta             Productoras de Jupapina 

                                                                             
Prov. Murillo

Finance Secretary

Rene Machaca
Virgen de Fátima Servicios

Organisation Secretary
Martha Álvarez
Coffee Producers 

                                                                                 Chulumani Prov. SudYungas

Press & Propaganda Secty
Roxana Flores

Representative of Transcribers      Organisation.

Secretary of Conflicts
Susana Mamani
Productoras  de Ananta  

                                                                            
Prov. Murillo

Delegate COD.-L.P.

Faviola Vincenti
Textiles  Teresianas

Delegate COR –ALTO
German Mamani
SIMA Prov.Omasuyos  

Delegate to Human Rights
Amalia Coaquira
Villa Armonía  confeccion

Sec Vocal                             Rosa Tito                    Prod. Chanca Pro. Murillo

Sec Vocal                             Zulema Mercado        Textiles  Juana Azurduy Alto.  

The office-taking ceremony was taken by compañera Victoriana Amaru, a member of the Presidium of the First Congress of Homebased Workers of La Paz.

  

We were accompanied with great commitment in the creation of this new organisation of workers by the Factory Workers Federation of La Paz, The Pensioners Confederation of Bolivia, The Bolivia Landless Movement, the Permanent Assembly on human Rights, and the institutions that always supported us because of their commitment to the impoverished people, CENDLA and FUNDACION SOLON.

Maria V.  Fernández  Q.                                                      Valentina  Jurado   
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